Classically only three species were considered within the world-wide distributed genus Pacific had very few or no belly spots while S. japonicus from the Atlantic had a more 64 prominent spot pattern and different scale size) and parasites (Matsui, 1967) 
108
It is obviously of the outmost importance that the analyses performed using different 109 methods and in different countries on the same samples produce consistent results.
110
The aim of this work is to evaluate the suitability of the analysis proposed in Japan 
MATERIALS AND METHODS

117
Authentic mackerel species and commercial products: 144 samples were analyzed that 118 included authentic reference samples (processed and unprocessed) and products of S. Tables 1 and 2) . 
S. scombrus, S. japonicus, S. colias and S. australasicus respectively (see
209
An optimal analysis for species identification should be of high throughput, fast and 210 easy to perform. However, the PCR-RFLP method examined here and proposed by Anon. 
